


Introduction

I wanted to take a more practical look at sharing the Bible with this article, but over the 

course of a few days of planning, I thought it best to delay the practical approach with one 

more article. So this article continues with an emphases on the theoretical side of sharing 

the Bible, but a side I couldn't get over my conscience just ignoring. Many people today, 

especially preachers/teachers place a lot of focus on how to share and teach or preach the

Bible. A lot of time is spent on techniques, mannerism, study aids and more, but 

sometimes we just need to remind ourselves why it is what we do. We need to be mindful 

why we share the gospel and the Bible with the church and the world and because of this, 

I decided to spend one more article on the importance of why. 

The goal of preaching

Preaching is God oriented:

We must declare who God is, what He is doing, what His truth is and what He requires of

us.

Preaching is people oriented:

People are our business. Consider what Spurgeon writes about Whitefield,

Hear how Whitefield preached, and never dare to be lethargic again. Winter says of him 

that 'sometimes he exceedingly wept, and was frequently so overcome, that for a few 

seconds you would suspect he never would recover; and when he did, nature required 

some little time to compose herself. I hardly ever knew him go through a sermon without 

weeping more or less. His voice was often interrupted by his affections. . . . Whitefield 

would say, 'You blame me for weeping; but how can I help it, when you will not weep for 

yourselves; although your own immortal souls are on the verge of destruction, and, for 

aught I know, you are hearing your last sermon, and may never more have an opportunity 

to have Christ offered to you?' (Spurgeon, Lectures To My Students, p. 307)

We share the Bible with people so that we may:

1. Convert the sinner

2. Correct the ignorant

3. Reprove the wayward

4. Heal the broken

5. Teach the simple

6. Inspire the weary



7. Protect the helpless

The role of the Word of God

The Bible is central in preaching. The Word of God is the content of the sermon. The 

preacher studies the Word, is changed by the Holy Spirit working through the Word and 

preaches the Word. The Word of God is inspired and energized by the Holy Spirit who 

causes it to work on both the preacher/teacher/sharer and his congregation/audience.

The role of the Holy Spirit

Without the work of the Holy Spirit exegesis and preaching descends into a mere fleshly, 

human endeavor and ends up being a measly lecture. The Holy Spirit fills, gifts, energizes 

the preacher and illuminates the preacher to the true meaning and understanding of the 

Word of God. The Holy Spirit also inspires and energizes the Word that is preached and 

causes it to be living and active. The Holy Spirit also convicts, illumines, saves and 

sanctifies the congregation with the truth.

The role of the people

THE ROLE OF THE CONGREGATION

The congregation in preaching is secondary. They hear the Word preached and are to a

certain extent passive in the preaching process. The preacher/teacher, directed by the 

Holy Spirit, uses his gifts and the Word of God to proclaim the truth of God. The Holy Spirit

also energizes and works on the minds and hearts of those in the congregation. In 

preaching the congregation is acted upon by the preacher, the Word of God and the Holy 

Spirit.

ATTENTION

Attention is when people take notice. This is an important part of expository preaching that

most young preachers never think about. If people are sleeping or day dreaming, nothing 

is going into their heads and hearts. For this reason, it is necessary to hold people’s 

attention.

The higher their attention, the more they absorb and remember. The more people absorb



and remember, the more the Holy Spirit has to work with to change their life. If the 

preacher doesn’t have the attention of his congregation then the sermon fails, no matter 

how accurate and faithful he is to the text of Scripture.

INTEREST

This is similar to attention. When you have someone’s interest they want to listen to you.

While you cannot have interest without attention, you can have attention without interest.

But if you have both, the truth is flowing because the people are both engaged and 

wanting to learn what you are preaching from the Word of God.

REMEMBRANCE

Would you say it is okay if no one remembers anything you preached or taught them? I 

think we would all agree that the more people remember about the Word of God, the more 

of God’s Word they have hidden in their heart, the better off they will be. Yet how many 

times have you heard a sermon and two days later can’t recall anything about it? Is this 

acceptable? Surely not. One of the greatest compliments anyone can give you is to say, 

“Do you remember that sermon you preached about a year ago? I still remember when 

you said...” It is important for people to remember what you preach. You must consider 

how to get people to remember what you preach. This is what this class is all about. We 

remember things when we are paying attention, when we are interested, when they are 

clear to us, etc.

It is surely a matter of common observation that many sermons, which at the time of

delivery made an impression, are very soon forgotten. There is a vague sense of pleasure

or profit which survives, but no distinct recollections. If a preacher believes (and if he does

not, why does he preach?) that his message has a permanent value for the Christian life of

his hearers, he must desire that his sermon should not be forgotten almost as soon as it is

heard. Desiring this, he should make it his aim to throw his material into such a shape that 

it will be easily remembered. (Garvie, A Guide to Preachers)

The word is a jewel; it adorns the hidden man, and shall we not remember it? If the word

stays not in the memory, it cannot profit. Some can better remember a piece of news than 

a line of Scripture; their memories are like those ponds, where the frogs live, but the fish 

die. (Watson, Heaven Taken by Storm)



Sources:

Sources for this study mainly include but are not limited to study material from Christ 

Seminary, Basic Bible Interpretation by Roy B. Zuck and Christ Centered Preaching by 

Bryan Chapel. 

I forgot to mention the sources for the articles up until now, but will include them in 

future versions of the PDF's.


